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COP 28 Resolution 43/57: Another early action by the COP 28 Presidency is the 
appointment of the Youth Climate Champion. The role was created by the Presidency, 
building on the foundations of the COP27 Youth Envoy. 


Resolution point 43 highlights an early action by the COP 28 Presidency, which is the 
appointment of the Youth Climate Champion. This role was established by the 
Presidency, building upon the foundations laid by the COP 27 Youth Envoy. 
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Positive Side 


Youth Empowerment: The appointment of a Youth Climate Champion demonstrates a 
commitment to empowering young people in climate action. By giving youth a 
dedicated platform and voice within COP 28, the Presidency recognizes the 
importance of youth engagement in addressing climate change. 


Representation of Youth Voices: The creation of the Youth Climate Champion role 
ensures that the perspectives and concerns of young people are represented in climate 
negotiations. This fosters inclusivity and diversity within COP 28 discussions, enriching 
the dialogue with fresh ideas and perspectives. 


Inspiring Future Leaders: By appointing a Youth Climate Champion, COP 28 provides 
an opportunity to inspire and nurture future leaders in climate action. This role serves 
as a platform for young individuals to contribute meaningfully to the global climate 
agenda, fostering a sense of ownership and responsibility for addressing climate 
change. 


Negative Side: 


Limited Influence: Despite the creation of the Youth Climate Champion role, there may 
be limitations to the influence and decision-making power afforded to youth 
representatives within COP 28. Young people may face challenges in effectively 
influencing policy decisions and outcomes, particularly in the face of entrenched power 
dynamics. 


Tokenism: There is a risk that the appointment of a Youth Climate Champion could be 
perceived as tokenistic if it does not lead to meaningful engagement and inclusion of 
youth perspectives in climate discussions, It is essential for the Presidency to ensure that 
the Youth Climate Champion role is not merely symbolic but is backed by substantive 
support and opportunities for youth participation. 


Resource Allocation: The effectiveness of the Youth Climate Champion role may be 
hindered by limited resources and support allocated to youth engagement initiatives 
within COP 28. Adequate resources, including funding and logistical support, are 
crucial for empowering youth representatives to actively participate in climate 
negotiations and initiatives. 


In conclusion, while the appointment of a Youth Climate Champion by the COP 28 
Presidency signifies a positive step towards youth empowerment and inclusion in 
climate action, there are potential challenges such as limited influence, tokenism, and 
resource constraints that need to be addressed to ensure meaningful engagement and 
representation of youth voices in COP 28 discussions. 
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